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 The Ocean of God’s Mercy 

 I fully believe that the concept of mercy is foreign 
 and skewed today.  We have a limited 
 understanding of how deep God's love is, and how 
 depraved the sin nature of man can be.  Some hold 
 to a notion that the things we have done in the past 
 could not possible be forgiven.  Doubtless because 
 we don't often witness this type of all-inclusive 
 forgiveness by watching the world around us.  It's 
 a very rare thing indeed. 

 One of my favorite stories is about Jesus being 
 anointed by a "sinful woman" at the home of a 
 Pharisee.  Here is what Luke 7:36-38 says:  "When 
 one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner 
 with him, he went to the Pharisee's house and 
 reclined at the table.  A woman in that town who 
 lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at 

 the Pharisee's house, so she came there with an 
 alabaster jar of perfume.  As she stood behind him 
 at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with 
 her tears.  Then she wiped them with her hair, 
 kissed them and poured perfume on them." 
 The owner of the home clearly didn't understand 

 the woman's intentions.  Sometimes love acts 
 differently than we expect, especially when our 
 worldview or perspective doesn't line up with the 
 person extending the grace.  Luke 7:47 further 
 says this:  "Therefore I tell you, her many sins have 
 been forgiven - as her great love has shown.  But 
 whoever has been forgiven little loves little." 
 We don't appreciate the full scope of Christ's 
 atonement sometimes.  It's hard for us to get our 
 heads around it.  It isn't until we come to terms 
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 with our own sin nature that we can truly love God 
 for His ability to forgive us and grant us mercy. 
 You see, we have been forgiven a lot, so we can 
 love a lot. 

 God's mercy is vast like the sea.  It allows us to 
 love deep and wide, like the ocean.  Anyone who 
 has been to the coast and taken in the beauty of the 
 sea can attest to the fact that it has an eternal 
 quality.  You cannot see the other side of it, just a 
 vast, blue horizon line stretching off into the 
 distance.  It seems to have no definitive end; just 
 like God's grace and mercy. 

 My family and I try to visit Florida once a year 
 for vacation.  We enjoy simply basking in the sun 
 while wading through the relaxing waves on the 
 beach.  Once in a while, you get a reminder of 
 how wild and beautiful God's creation really is. 
 Maybe a jellyfish swims by, or a school of fish. 
 Then I remember just how all-encompassing and 
 teeming with life our world is.  I suspect God's 
 mercy is like that as well; teeming with life and 
 joyful anticipation of forgiveness from Him.   To 
 take that next step and accept Christ into our lives 
 ... to wade through the waves of life with Him. 

 The book of Isaiah is one of my Old Testament 
 favorites.  Chapter 30:18 says,  "Yet the Lord longs 
 to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to 
 show you compassion.  For the Lord is a God of 
 justice.  Blessed are all who wait for him!" 

 This verse comes to us from a set of Scriptures 
 that talk about how God is disappointed with his 
 followers at the time.  He first admonishes them, 
 like any good parent would do.  But then He 
 reaches out to them and offers a loving hand. 
 God's patience is long suffering and eternal.  Like 
 the wide, blue horizon of the ocean stretching on 
 into the vast skyline, so is God's heart for us. 
 There are hardly words to describe this reality, 
 once we grasp it. 

 I suppose the lesson here is two-fold: don't take 
 God's mercy for granted, and at the same time, 
 don't forget to revel in it also.  We can be 
 comforted by His goodness, and humbled by His 
 grace at the same time.  It is an ocean of love that 
 we may never fully understand.  Pastor Jon Klaus 

 —-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
 Twenty-two women from Bloomfield, Troy and 
 Drakesville enjoyed a Christmas luncheon and 
 time of fellowship at the Quad on December 7, 
 2022.  The first meeting of 2023 will be held on 
 Wednesday, February 1 at 9:00 am in the 
 Fellowship Hall.  Jane Bigsby will present the 
 program.  Hostesses will serve refreshments at 
 8:45. This meeting is open to all women.  Join for 
 a time a fellowship and learn about the mission 
 work of UWF.  UWF Booklets will be available at 
 the February meeting. 
 On February 27-28, seven Bloomfield/Drakesville 
 UWF members will be traveling to Midwest 
 Mission Distribution Center in Pawnee, IL, as 
 mission volunteers.  They will assemble kits (i.e. 
 health, hygiene, school) for distribution nationally 
 and internationally. Please keep this mission team 
 in your prayers. 

 COMMUNITY FOOD MINISTRY 
 During December and January, the use of the 
 Community Food Boxes has increased.  If you 
 would like to donate food for this ministry, it can 
 be left in the entryway at church.  Before donating, 
 please be sure to check that food items are not 
 outdated. Outdated items are discarded. Laundry 
 detergent, shampoo, dish soap and crackers are 
 needed. Monetary donations designated for the 
 Community Food Boxes are also appreciated. 
 Thank you for supporting this ministry. 

 CARING CREATIONS 
 Caring Creations will meet at the Quad on 
 Thursday, February 23 from 9:00-10:30. All are 
 welcome.  The current work projects include 
 crocheting mats for the homeless, 
 crocheting/knitting baby hats and blankets for 
 Blank Children's Hospital, crocheting/knitting 
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 scarves for veterans and crocheting prayer patches. 
 Donations of plastic bags and yarn would be 
 appreciated and may be left in the church 
 entryway. 

 RAINBOWS AND FRIENDS 
 Rainbows and Friends enjoyed a busy and fun 
 month of December.  We really enjoyed sharing 
 music and the Nativity story with our friends and 
 families on Dec 10.  We were specially blessed to 
 receive over $1,000.00 in donations.  So many of 
 our students are still singing the songs they learned 
 during the Christmas season and that brings us true 
 JOY! During the month of January we are learning 
 all about winter weather and animals and their 
 habitats, and how God provides for His wonderful 
 creatures in creation.  We are hoping for some 
 snow so we can enjoy sledding one day! 
 Tracy Emmons-Director 

 JAIL MINISTRY 
 Donated items for those incarcerated at the Davis 
 County Law Center are still being collected. 
 Coloring books, colored pencils, books (especially 
 westerns) and puzzle books of all types are 
 requested.  Prior to Christmas, donations of puzzle 
 books, fiction/nonfiction books and magazines 
 were collected and donated.  In January two boxes 
 of puzzle books were taken to the law center. 

 DIAPER MINISTRY 
 Diapers, wipes, and associated baby care items are 
 available at the Quad.  Diaper sizes range from size 
 one to size seven. The diapers and baby care items 
 are made available through a Barbara Csomay 
 Grant (United Women in Faith).  Adult 
 incontinence underwear is also available.  These 
 items are free to anyone who needs them.  Please 
 pass along this information. 

 Calendar 
 To view our full calendar for the month, please 
 visit our website at: 
 http://www.bloomfieldmethodistchurch.org/ 

 SMALL GROUPS 
 The winter small groups have begun, but it’s not 
 too late to join one. We’d love to have you! In case 
 you missed the handout in church, here is a brief 
 summary of the what-and-where of our small 
 group schedule: 

 Sunday 
 ●  Adult Sunday School: The Creed 
 Time: 10:00 
 Location: Multi-Purpose Room at Church 
 Leaders: Diane Park and Rhonda Eakins 
 ●  Telling the Truth: Finding Your Way Out of 

 Depression, Anxiety, Fear and Anger by 
 Applying the Principles of Misbelief Therapy 

 Time: 6:30 
 Location: The Quad 
 Leader: Tammy Roberts 

 Monday 
 ●  Men’s Bible Study 
 Time: 7:00 
 Location: Fellowship Hall 
 ●  Women’s Bible Study 
 Time: 7:00 
 Location: Chapel 

 Wednesday 
 ●  Alpha 5:30 – 7:00 
 Location: The Quad 
 Starting in February (Stay tuned for further 

 information) 
 Friday 

 ●  Bible Brunch Bunch: The Gospel of John 
 Time: 9:30 
 Location: Fellowship Hall 
 Leader: Rhonda Eakins 

 Saturday 
 ●  The Chosen 
 Time: 4:00 
 Location: The Quad 
 Leaders: Tracy and Darwin Emmons 

 We hope you can join us for one or more of these 
 opportunities for fellowship and growth. 
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 Honduras Mission Trip 2023 
 On January 13,  eight members of the 

 Bloomfield, Drakesville, and Troy churches 
 arrived in Honduras for the annual mission trip to 
 our sister church in that region. Clayton and 
 Rhonda Eakins, Marisela Sanchez, Linda Rowe, 
 Vince Tyson, Mary Jo Johnson, Rosalee Russell, 
 and Donna Olinger spent time with our friends in 
 El Negrito and Subriana. While there, some 
 members of the team worked on constructing a 
 barrier wall for the outside Sunday School in order 
 to prevent children from falling off the elevated 
 patio. They were assisted by several local boys 
 who helped mix cement and lay blocks to complete 
 the project. 

 They also built some tables and shelves for the 
 interior of the church. Other members of the team 
 worked with children, helping them with crafts and 
 crocheting, leading them in Vacation Bible School, 
 and playing a variety of games and contests. 

 All of the team members were touched by the 
 children’s  love, enthusiasm, and appreciation.  The 
 end of the first week was celebrated with cake, and 
 it was touching to see that several of the children 
 ate just a little of the cake and saved the rest to take 
 home to share with their families. 

 While half of the team returned after the first 
 week, the others stayed to journey to Subriana 
 where they toured a coffee plantation and then 
 disturbed chicks as part of the Restock the Flock 
 program. 

 They were also able to attend church service 
 and re-connect with the people of the Subriana 
 congregation.  After returning to El Negrito, they 
 worked on additional small projects and worked 
 with more children at the church. 

 The team would like to thank the church and 
 everyone who made this trip possible. These 
 missions would not happen without the loving 
 support of all of you. 
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 Bloomfield/Drakesville 
 United Methodist Church Parish 

 PO Box 166 
 401 E North Street 

 Bloomfield, IA 52537 

 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 February 
 2023 
 Spirit 

 Messenger 

 Bloomfield United 
 Methodist Church 

 PO Box 166 
 401 E North Street 

 Bloomfield, IA 52537 

 641-664-3206 
 bumc@netins.net 

 Traditional Worship 
 8:45 am 

 Sunday School 
 10 am 

 Contemporary Worship 
 11 am 

 Spirit Messenger 

 Bloomfield & Drakesville 
 United Methodist Parish 

 Bloomfield Pastor 
 Thom Bryant 
 515-779-5707 

 pthombryant@gmail.com 

 Drakesville Pastor 
 John Klaus 

 641-664-1260 
 jonwklaus@gmail.com 

 Drakesville United 
 Methodist Church 

 PO Box 114 
 210 N Madison Street 
 Drakesville, IA 52552 

 641-722-3210 
 Drakesvilleumc22@gmail.com 

 Worship 
 9:15 am 

 Adult Sunday School 
 10:30 am 
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